
PAKISTAN NAVY STAFF COURSE REVIEW
2024



‘Compass’



Compass  2024

‘                                   ’



‘Compass  2024’



‘

‘

‘

‘







 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
  2

INTRODUCTION

“Whosoever can hold the sea has command of everything.” This is how 
Themistoceles (524‑459 BC),

 

an

 

Athenian politician and naval strategist, expressed
the importance of

 

the

 

sea. Geoffrey Till has defined Sea Power as ‘a technology‑driven 
instrument, which underpins

 

an

 

important link between navies and technology.’1
According to

 

the

 

Maritime Doctrine of Pakistan, ‘Sea Power of a nation stems from 
maritime potential.’2

 

U.S. naval strategist,

 

Alfred Thayer Mahan weighed Sea Power 
as

 

the

 

use of own land for productivity, own shipping to carry products and overseas 
colonies to monopolise markets. In order to achieve this,

 

a

 

state must increase 
production, concentrate a powerful navy for

 

the

 

protection of SLOCs and go for 
decisive battles for colonial expansion.3

 

Till 1945, U.S. maritime strategists based their 
theoretical concepts

 

on Mahan’s idea.4

 

With time, the global maritime environment has 
changed significantly. Aforementioned in view, rapidly changing maritime security 
environment beholds such unique/ innovative aspects that merit re‑evaluating 
relevance of Mahan’s concept in the 21st

 
century.

  

MAHANIAN PRECEPTS OF SEA POWER
 

Mahan,
 

after studying Britain’s
 

history,
 
formulated

 
an

 
influential concept of Sea 

Power in his magnum opus ‘Influence of Sea Power upon History 1660‑1783’. He 
believed that ‘maritime communication is essential which could only be achieved 
through overseas bases.’5 Mahan believed that in order to win command of the sea, 
enemy’s means of conducting maritime commerce  are  to be defeated (guerre de 
course, introduced by French Admiral Theophile Aube) and overseas colonies,  be 
taken. He also coined elements of sea power including: geographical position, physical 
confrontation, extent of territory, number of population, character of the people, and 
character of the government.’6 

Mahan believed that winning battles is the quickest way to achieve own goal of 
command of the sea;

 
however, looking at maritime wars (American Revolution,

 
Russo‑

Japanese War, WW‑II), it can be asserted that the foremost purpose of the Sea Power 
is in fact to secure SLOCs and not

 
to

 
win battles. Moreover, Mahan’s theory is based 

on lessons

 

from Britain’s

 

(an island state) unique strategies and

 

is not fully applicable 
to every nation. 
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This Book Review was originally published in Modern Diplomacy on 09 July 2024.
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